
Special Forces Association President LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom  
Publicly Humiliates Scott Goold 

Although Scott Goold served military service in limited capacity, Scott is not a current military 
member. Scott arrived on O’ahu 2018 from the small town environment of  Kaua’i. Scott was 
shocked how O’ahu city folks treated the valiant men and women on Memorial Day. As a private 
citizen, Scott began a political campaign to restore the respect our national heroes deserve on this 
hallowed day. Scott teamed with numerous citizens and military members over a five year period.  

Scott connected with Special Forces Association (SFA) president LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom after 
their 2023 efforts. Pete told Scott he agreed Shinnyo-en was trampling on the solemn observation 
and expressed interest in assisting. Scott and Pete teamed up for the 2024 political action. As Scott 
had pushed Shinnyo-en and local officials forcefully, based on information and belief, Scott claims 
that he and Pete agreed to a strategy where Scott would continue a “Bad Cop” role to create a sense 
of  urgency, and Pete would play “Good Cop” to motivate officials to modify policy. 

As progress had stalled, Scott politely called for the resignation of  the president of  O’ahu Veterans 
Council on May 15, 2024, which Scott sent to his personal list serve of  recipients, including Pete: 

At this time, BoycottShinnyo.com humbly requests the immediate resignation of  Honorable 
COL. Edward R. Cruickshank, president of  O’ahu Veterans Council and Center. This polite 
request is not made to disparage COL. Cruickshank or diminish his outstanding work. Our 
world is changing. OVC must change with the times … (Attached below) 

SFA president LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom apparently was offended. Pete did not speak to Scott 
directly. The SFA president hijacked Scott’s email list and publicly shamed and humiliated Scott. 
Scott was blindsided and felt betrayed by his partner. Scott told Pete that his negative comments 
divided their efforts, and likely would lead to failure in their collaboration. 

As SFA president LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom published his comments publicly, without notifying 
Scott or discussing his concerns with Scott, Scott shares this history as part of  the project history. 

SFA president LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom email was FORWARDED TO: 
Oahu Veterans Center <info@theovc.org>, jokamura@civilbeat.org, Paula Dobbyn <pdobbyn@civilbeat.org>, 
info@consuelo.org, Rosalyn Baker <rozhbaker@gmail.com>, Senator Mike Gabbard <mike@mikegabbard.com>, 
"Green, Josh B" <josh.green@hawaii.gov>, "aloha @ tulsi2020 . com" <aloha@tulsi2020.com>, 
gordonpang@staradvertiser.com, ian@ilind.net, senmoriwaki@capitol.hawaii.gov, "repnakashima@capitol.hawaii.gov" 
<repnakashima@capitol.hawaii.gov>, "Rep. Adrian K. Tam" <reptam@capitol.hawaii.gov>, eric seitz 
<eseitzatty@yahoo.com>, Megan Kau <mk@megkaulaw.com>, ejf@frlawhi.com, Anna Odom 
<annaodom.96707@gmail.com>, russellruderman@gmail.com, "Andy Sugg (Mayor CoS)" 
<andy.sugg@honolulu.gov>, "Reverend E Hayashi (Shinnyo En Temple)" <hayashie@shinnyoenusa.org>, 
JAVApotomac <javapotomac@gmail.com>, howard.high@java-us.org, cynthia.macri.md@java-us.org, 
col.danielle.ngo@java-us.org, "Lynn Mariano (JAVA EC)" <lynn.mariano@java-us.org>, jason.kuroiwa@java-us.org, 
Kevin Dayton <kdayton@civilbeat.org>, AnnMarie Goold <annmarie@infoimagination.org>, 
agomes@staradvertiser.com, "Lakin, Jeremy" <jeremy.lakin@hawaii.gov>, 808camo@gmail.com, Christine Donnelly 
<cdonnelly@staradvertiser.com>, citydesk@staradvertiser.com, creilly@staradvertiser.com, David Shapiro 
<volcanicash@gmail.com>, Doug Boxer <doug.boxer@houndlabs.com>, dsakamoto@kitv.com, 
Deidre.Tegarden@mauicounty.gov, elynch@staradvertiser.com, members@hawaiipublicradio.org, 
greg.davis@khon2.com, jassen.hansken@khon2.com, Jennifer Salviejo <jennifer.salviejo@khon2.com>, Lynn Mariano 

  of  1 5



<lbmarianosd12@gmail.com>, letters@staradvertiser.com, lyoungoda@staradvertiser.com, lori.silva@khon2.com, 
lorna.hope@khon2.com, mformby@honolulu.gov, news@kitv.com, news@civilbeat.org, news@khon2.com, 
Nicole.Napuunoa@khon2.com, Martha Quillin <mquillin@newsobserver.com>, Jamie Tofanelli 
<jamie@jtchawaii.com>, "Yamada, Troy S." <tyamada@honolulu.gov>, "Waters, Tommy" 
<tommy.waters@honolulu.gov>, jmanahan@honolulu.gov, menor@honolulu.gov, "repsaiki@capitol.hawaii.gov" 
<repsaiki@capitol.hawaii.gov>, whaupt@thegardenisland.com, dfujimoto@thegardenisland.com, 
nwu@staradvertiser.com, Kristen Consillio <kconsillio@staradvertiser.com>, Gary Hooser <garylhooser@gmail.com>, 
Felicia Cowden <fcowden@kauai.gov>, Mayor <mayor@kauai.gov>, Malie Medical Clinic 
<maliemedicalclinic@gmail.com>, "Rep. Amy A. Perruso" <repperruso@capitol.hawaii.gov>, cblair@civilbeat.org, 
aschaefers@staradvertiser.com, blyte@civilbeat.org, rshikina@staradvertiser.com, scoops@huffpost.com, 
lcataluna@civilbeat.org, Timothy Hurley <thurley@staradvertiser.com>, surfriderkauai@gmail.com, Layla Kilolu 
<kilolu@hawaii.edu>, "TRAFFIC@khon2.com" <TRAFFIC@khon2.com>, Danny de Gracia 
<dgracia@civilbeat.com>, joshua.mednick@pmghawaii.com, marissa.gonzales@honolulu.gov, "Manabe, Kevin" 
<kmanabe@honolulu.gov>, "Chang, Moses K" <mchang3@honolulu.gov>, "Osborne, Taryn K K" 
<taryn.osborne@honolulu.gov>, kconsillio@kitv.com, anitabhofschneider@gmail.com, joshiro@staradvertiser.com, 
wes.hodge@khon2.com, sspear@kitv.com, Scott Goold <scott@infoimagination.org> 

May 16, 2024 at 7:24am 

Scott — 
These kinds of  e-mails are not necessary and don’t help your campaign/end state. I agree with what 
you are trying to do, but not the way you are going about it. I must speak up. 

Consider this… 

You have been working this for 5 years and no one has responded to you. Probably due to the 
language and tone in your e-mails. 

I just started working on this project this year. I agree with the end state, just not the way you are 
going about it. 

Consider this… 

1. I talked to Parks and Rec Permitting Division - Even if  Shinnyo En agreed with us and tried to 
move their event THIS YEAR to Sat or Sun, they cannot due to other events. I’ve asked. So my goal 
is to get Shinnyo En to change for next year. I want their commitment to this before 27 MAY. 

2. I reached out to SEN Gabbard - he responded and is still working with me. I reached out to many 
others, but without a response. I will continue to work this. 

3. It was my idea to meet the Reverend at Shinnyo En Temple - and I e-mailed him often…and he 
finally responded to me. However, has not responded since. Sounds like I have to go back down 
there again. 

4. I contacted KHON, they are discussing the topic with their Editorial Team - they responded to 
me. Still working this. 

5. I reached out the Mayors office and the Chief  of  Staff  has responded to me 8 times with updates. 
Still working this, I am providing talking points to reengage with the Mayor. 
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6. I reached out to JAVA - they responded to me as well…and I’m still working the issue through 
Lynn in the background. 

7. I reached out to the Japanese Consulate - they responded…and have a two prong approach to 
deal with them….The Mayor’s Office and JAVA. 

8. I reached out to the Governor’s Office - they responded…just stated they are too busy to take a 
meeting with me. 

8. I reached out the Oahu Veterans Council and the 40 VSOs they support. I am in constant 
dialogue with them as well. We are still coming up with options that would work, not alienate others. 

I am not going to embarrass myself, our Veterans, or Veteran Organizations. There are ways to go 
about this without sending e-mails out like you did below and have done in the past calling people 
out for their failures to support our fallen. Again, I agree with why you are doing this, just not the 
way you are going about it. You will not get “change” the way you are pursuing this. I thank you for 
the website you put together, some fantastic information in there. I would just recommend taking 
out the “Imperial” Japan comments and clean it up to just educate. 

I have Veterans who are willing to go to the Floating Lantern Festival (during the prep phase on 
Memorial Day) and talk to people about this. We plan to have them sign a petition asking Shinnyo 
En to move the ceremony next year to Saturday. I invite you to join us at Ala Moana Park (after the 
Governor’s ceremony). I will likely be down there around 3pm to get people to sign our petition. 
The goal is NOT to interrupt their event this year, but to educate and gather signatures. All I am 
attempting to do is show Shinnyo En the number of  people and organizations that support them 
moving it to Saturday next year. 

Lastly, if  I don’t get any commitment from Shinnyo En by Memorial Day to change the event next 
year. I have already started preparing a permit for a Veteran Memorial Event next year the evening 
of  Memorial Day (nothing like what Shinnyo does). I will get the permit in to the Parks & Rec 
before Shinnyo En does. It will then be up to the Mayor’s Office to select which permit they will 
support. Normally it is first come, first served. However, due this organization doing it for 25 years, 
this will be elevated to the Mayor’s office for decision. I’m not worried though, as I believe we will 
have support from the Mayor and Shinnyo En can then change their permit for Saturday May 24, 
2025 in the evening. We don’t want them to compete with Memorial Day or the Memorial Day 
parade either.  

Memorial Day Events this year: 

26 MAY (Sun)  
 10 am Memorial Day Ceremony at Natatorium - American Legion & Friends of  the 
Natatorium with the Motorcycle Community (mostly Veteran clubs) 
 5 pm ALL ARE WELCOME - Hawaii Memorial Day Parade in Honolulu (Marching, 
military bands, scouts, military units, and veterans march from Fort DeRussy, Waikiki, down    
Kalakaua Avenue, then Monsarrat Avenue to the Waikiki Shell. The parade starts at 5 p.m. with a 
memorial ceremony and is followed by an evening concert afterward. 
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27 MAY (Mon) Memorial Day  
 8:30 am Mayor Rick Blangiardi of  the City and County of  Honolulu will hold a Memorial 
Day Ceremony at the National Memorial Cemetery of  the Pacific (Punchbowl). 
 1 pm Governor Josh Green of  the State of  Hawaii and the Office of  Veterans' Services have 
a Memorial Day Ceremony at the Hawaii State Veterans' Cemetery in Kaneohe  

I will be attending 100% of  these events and encourage others to do the same. 

Aloha,  
Pete 

LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom 
President, Special Forces Association (Life Member) 
Senior Vice-Commander Veterans of  Foreign Wars (Life Member) 
Vice-President SFBMC Fort DeRussy (Life Member) 
American Legion (Life Member) 
Disabled American Veterans (Life Member) 

  

Scott Goold’s May 15, 2024 Letter to the Community 

On May 15, 2024, at 2:38 PM, Boycott Shinnyo-en wrote: 
ATTN: 

Governor Josh Green, MD 
Tulsi & Mike Gabbard 
Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi 
JAVA President Howard High 
UH Ethnic Studies Professor emeritus Jonathan Y. Okamura 
Reverend Eitaro Hayashi, Shinnyo-en Buddhist Order 

COL. Edward R. Cruickshank, USA (Ret.) 
President of  the Oahu Veterans Council 
Command of  the Military Order of  the Purple Heart, Rainbow Chapter 483 
Oahu Veterans Council and Center 
1298 Kukila Street 
Honolulu Hawaii 96818 
(808)422-4000 
info@theovc.org 

Aloha e friends ~ 
At this time, BoycottShinnyo.com humbly requests the immediate resignation of  Honorable COL. 
Edward R. Cruickshank, president of  O’ahu Veterans Council and Center. This polite request is not 
made to disparage COL. Cruickshank or diminish his outstanding work. Our world is changing. 
OVC must change with the times. 

And, I submit my candidacy for president of  OVC, and immediately propose planning begin for the 
first memorial Lantern Lighting Punchbowl, to be held, Monday, May 26, 2025, which will honor 
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ALL our fallen men and women who served and sacrificed in uniform, and dedicated specifically to 
our nation’s Nisei soldiers.  

Attached is my request for distinguished COL. Cruickshank to pass the baton and proposal for 
Memorial Weekend 2025. PDF copy also available on our website.  

<OVCResignation_5.15.24.pdf> 

***** 

Scott Goold 
“Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.” Dalai Lama 
****************************** 

BoycottShinnyo.com
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COL. Edward R. Cruickshank, USA (Ret.) 
President of  the Oahu Veterans Council 
Command of  the Military Order of  the Purple Heart, Rainbow Chapter 483 
Oahu Veterans Council and Center 
1298 Kukila Street 
Honolulu Hawaii 96818 
(808)422-4000 
info@theovc.org 

May 15, 2024 

RE: BOYCOTT Shinnyo-en Calls for Col. Cruickshank to Resign 

Aloha e COL. Cruickshank ~ 
Yesterday, in my letter to you and public officials, nicknamed you, Col. Bare Minimum Cruickshank. Did so 
to make a point. Do not wish to be disrespectful to you, your heroic service to our nation or the 
outstanding work you have done for Veterans. I do however need to emphasize what you said in your 
moving Story of  Valor, “because you become like brothers. And you will do anything you can to save that 
individual from being hurt even if  it means putting your life at stake.” 

You are not doing everything you can for the over 53,000+ valiant, fallen brothers and sisters resting at 
Punchbowl. OVC is not. Our local ‘Ohana is not. As a community, we have collectively failed our 
heroes. They sacrificed ALL. We have responded by weakly and nonchalantly giving some. It is time for 
change.  

Therefore, with the utmost admiration for your efforts and service over a lifetime, humbly ask you to 
step down immediately from your leadership position as President of  the O’ahu Veterans Council and 
Center. I do not seek your excellent record to be stained or shaded. Rather, consider this request like the 
USA Olympic 1600M Relay Team heading to Paris 2024.  

You have run a remarkable leg. Now I ask you to pass the baton to the next runner. We need the energy 
and commitment of  team runner #2 at this time; as this team runner will soon pass the baton to team 
runner #3. Our line and corp is strong. Energy and motivation must remain strong. The observation of  
our fallen heroes has become tired.  

Please step down with distinction. I submit my name to receive the baton from you. You have created 
the framework for an outstanding organization. Was quite nervous when I spoke to the group Saturday, 
April 27th. As I mentioned, was humbled being around so many heroes. I am in awe of  all the 
accomplishments and devotion to this nation, state and Veterans from each of  you. The group 
nevertheless has low energy. Veterans need a cheerleader. 

OVC demands an infusion of  new thinking and life. Times have changed. Parades down Main Street, 
politicians gathering at Punchbowl or Veterans Cemetery in Kaneohe do not inspire the current and 
next generations. As noted on BoycottShinnyo.com website, even Buddhists are modifying their 
presentation to become “more cool” to younger generations. OVC must seek to be more cool as well. We 
live in a competitive entertainment world. 

The sole objection to Shinnyo-en Floating Lantern is their day of  observation. This day, the entire day, is 
dedicated to honor our nation’s fallen heroes in uniform; not civilians. We must hold the line. 
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At this time, as a candidate for OVC president, I propose the organization host Lantern Lighting 
Punchbowl next year on Monday, May 26, 2025. As OVC president, my first act will be to request 
LtCol (Ret) Pete Tingstrom serve as Chief  of  Staff. Pete’s qualifications are impeccable: 

• President, Special Forces Association (SFA) (Life Member) 
• Senior Vice-Commander Veterans of  Foreign Wars (VFW) (Life Member) 
• Vice-President SFBMC Fort DeRussy (Life Member) 
• American Legion (Life Member) 
• Disabled American Veterans (Life Member) 

My PhD work at the University of  New Mexico focused on political science and policy. Served Workers’ 
Compensation as an advanced economist and policy analyst. My legal skills are top notch. Ask Hawaiian 
Electric. I’m a trained specialist advocating to keep citizens and Veterans off  dangerous, addictive opioid 
medications. Too many Veterans suffer. 

I’ve championed the efforts of  Hawaii’s U.S. Senator Brian Schatz for years. His team reports lack of  
medical cannabis kills our Veterans. The federal government recently announced their intent to reclassify 
medical cannabis to Schedule III from Schedule I. Research will explode. Many local corporations deny 
our Veterans employment due to their medications. We must evolve. 

Served in a SMP role, combining ROTC and US Army Reserve training. My designated rank was 2nd 
Lieutenant and commanded a laundry support unit. My team was squared away and spent most of  my 
time serving MI operations for our company. My father is a combat Veteran Korea; grandfather combat 
Veteran, Purple Heart recipient WWI; and, ancestral grandfather, Robert A. Lower, awarded Medal of  
Honor as a Union soldier for heroic bravery and valor during the Siege of  Vicksburg. My wife’s 
grandfather, Ray Larribas, is a decorated WWII POW, who escaped Nazis carrying many to freedom.  

Have a warm relationship with Governor Josh Green, MD. Pete has established strong ties with Mayor 
Blangiardi’s office. You will be passing the baton to competent professionals who love our Veterans and 
country. 

Lantern Lighting Punchbowl 
CoS Pete Tingstrom’s first assignment will be to procure a city permit to host an OVC event in Ala 
Moana Park on Monday, May 26, 2025. We will graciously invite Shinnyo-en to continue their heart-
warming Floating Lantern Hawai’i on Sunday, May 25, 2025. We will do what no community in the 
USA has done — create Memorial Weekend. Our objective will be to assist Shinnyo-en attract some 
50,000+ on Sunday; while we build our event to host 50,000+ on Monday.  

As times are changing across America, we must evolve with change. Decoration Day evolved into 
Memorial Day. We now suggest Memorial Weekend. In addition, Memorial Day focused on the men and 
women who died in combat. Our battles to defend our nation and preserve our values are fought by 
more than solely men and women who wear camo or digis today.  

We’re still overcoming the brutal suffering the nation and world endured due to SARS-CoV-2. Men and 
women wearing scrubs served on the front line of  this war. Lantern Lighting Punchbowl will also 
honor our nurses, DRs and medical staff  who perished in this war against nature.  

Our local and national firefighters also wear a uniform to defend this nation and our values. We now are 
fully aware the heroics of  Maui Fire Department. Their team sacrificed homes and family members in 
their selfless fight to save the historic Lahaina community. Firefighters will be honored. 
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We also include the heroic men and women who serve in the Thin Blue Line. Our peace / police 
officers stand in defense heroically each day and night to ensure our values are protected, as well as 
homes and familles. Lantern Lighting Punchbowl will honor these fallen heroes as well.  

Civilians will be honored on Sunday, May 25, 2025. Those who served and sacrificed in uniform to 
defend and protect our families, communities and nation will be honored Monday, May 26, 2025.  

In the first Lantern Lighting Punchbowl, we will dedicate ceremonies to Nisei soldiers. We will seek 
partnership from the Japanese American Veterans Association. Nisei contributions to Hawai’i and the 
United States of  America have never been fully honored. And, each year going forward, we will 
highlight a team, squad, company or group of  uniformed heroes to lead the proceedings.  

We will move beyond the traditional solemn event. A concept Op Order would look like this: 

1900: Sikorsky SH-60 Seahawk helicopter will drop a team of  4-5 amphibious SEALS into Ala Moana 
bay. They will swim to light our anchored signal fire. 
1905: SEALS light signal fire 
1906: Flyover of  F-22 Raptors trailing red, white and blue smoke 
1910: Motorcycle Veterans representing mechanized Calvary rev & roar engines — 30 seconds 
1911: Fireworks and National Anthem 
1915: Lantern Lighting Punchbowl ceremonies begin 

The booming engine roar will serve to WAKE our slumbering heroes lying in love at Punchbowl. As 
told previously, I spent much time in meditation and contemplation on the hallowed grounds. Our 
brothers and sisters whispered to me softly, “We are so lonely. We are being forgotten.” I played my 
ukulele for them; their spirits danced and sang. They want to live with us.  

Lantern Lighting Punchbowl will WAKE our heroes. They will join us for patriotic music, festivities 
and lantern lighting. As the designated MC calls out names of  our highlighted and honored brothers and 
sisters, food will be served and plates set for our fallen heroes. Toasts will be make with glasses raised 
and filled for our fallen heroes as well.  

We will honor their sacrifice — giving ALL — by inviting our fallen brothers and sisters to sing, dance, 
eat and toast with all of  us. They do not want to lie at rest lonely in silence. They want to be 
remembered as they lived … full of  life. And be honored for what each gave to us … their life.  

This is the way of  a new generation of  Americans; citizens who again are AWAKENED to the real 
human cost of  freedom, and the sacrifice of  the FEW giving ALL so the MANY can enjoy so much.  

Please accept this request in the spirit of  aloha, duty and honor. Your leadership has taken OVC to a 
position of  acclaim in our ‘Ohana and Veteran community. We ask that you pass the baton so the team 
can continue the next leg forward on this path to greatness.  

With deepest admiration and respect, 

Scott Goold 
BOYCOTTshinnyo.com 
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